
States of matter. 
The Water Cycle 

  

Key vocabulary 

 

There are three different states of matter: solids, liquids and gases. These states change when heated or 

cooled.  

Particles in a solid are close together and cannot move. They can only vibrate.  

Particles in a liquid are close together but can move around each other easily. 

 Particles in a gas are spread out and can move around very quickly in all directions.  

 

When water and other liquids reach a certain temperature, they change state into a solid or a gas. The temperatures 

that these changes happen at are called the boiling, melting or freezing point. 

 

 

By the end of this topic I should 
be able to: 

 compare and group materials 
together, according to whether 
they are solids, liquids or gases. 

 observe that some materials 
change state when they are 
heated or cooled, and measure 
or research the temperature at 
which this happens in degrees 
Celsius (°C). 

 identify the part played by 
evaporation and condensation 
in the water cycle and associate 
the rate of evaporation with 
temperature. 

 

 

Example of 

changing states. 


